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Gra veyard’ ‘Religion 


9 OVEMBER is the month especially set apart by the Roman Catholic 
a Church for the cult of the dead. It is called ‘the month of the Holy 
Souls’ in Purgatory. Mourning and gloom pervade the hearts of the 
people and the black mass vestments, yellow tapers and funeral 
| decorations give their churches an atmosphere of the tomb.- 


Though stressed especially in November, the doleful aspect of Roman 
§ Catholic teaching is ever-present, since nowhere is it taught that either the 


severest personal penances or the numerous ministrations of the priest can 
assure anyone of eternal happiness. 


A Roman Catholic considers himself fortunate if he can safely hope that 
"he can go to Purgatory after he dies. Hence the almost constant preoccupation 
of Roman Catholics with their fate beyond the grave. The spectre of the dead 
) is forever present in their minds, along with a great fear that their repeated 
works of penance and obedience to the priest's command will not even get 
them to Purgatory. Their unquestioning dependence upon the priest as their 
mediator with God can thus be understood. 
But, by contrast, we wish to show that for the true believer in Christ, death 
=has no dominion over him; that for him the grave holds no fear. Eternal life 
for him is here now, and the grave is but a = leading to complete posses- 
| sion of eternal joy. For him there is no need to contemplate the bones of the 
» dead, and no need to fear whether or not others will cultivate his dead bones 
For dolefully pray his soul out of ‘Purgatory.’ We recall the stand of the mar- 
styred Colombian, recounted in this issue of our magazine, who said, “If God 
»,can use me better dead than alive, I am ready to die.” 


And God did use his dying testimony for the winning of souls. Persecution 
sis a horrible experience, but witnessing for Christ is a joyous one. Let us re- 
Smember i in our prayers our persecuted brethren in other lands. Let us help them 

: By vehemently protesting against the political and religious organizations 
) which would destroy all freedom. Let us also remember in prayer the poor de- 


© luded souls still bound by the pagan superstition of fear of death and life 


| hereaf ter. 


| Above all, Christianity is a joyous life-giving religion. And so in this month 
» of November, unlike our Roman Catholic brethren, we can confidently and 
» joyously say with Paul, 


"For me to live is Christ and to die is gain.” 
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if Sen ISSUE OF public school 
bus service for parochial pupils 

has arisen in the suburban 
Cleveland community of Avon Lake, Ohio. 
The conduct of the controversy has received 
nation-wide publicity, and has created an- 
other scandal, where the main issue of the 
coming election will be based on religious 
bias. 

Here is the history. In 1949, St. Joseph’s 
Roman Catholic Church was organized in 
Avon Lake, with services in the local thea- 
tre, and a full-time priest. A rectory was 
bought and immediate plans were launched 
to build a church and school. Construction 
of the church and school began early this 
year. Roman Catholic children in Avon 
Lake were enrolled in the meantime in the 
parochial schools of surrounding communi- 
ties and were picked up and transported by 
the parochial school buses of the respective 
schools. 

When it became clear that the new school 
would be ready for the September enroll- 
ment, questions were raised unofficially by 
various people as to the plans of St. Joseph’s 
parish for transporting the children to their 
own school. At the June meeting of the 
Public School Board, the clerk informed the 
Board informally that they would probably 
be asked to transport Catholic children to 
the new school, but later denied that he 
had ever made such a statement. 

The summer passed and still no mention 
of transportation. On Saturday evening, 
September 2, priest of St. Joseph’s Church, 
Rev. Carl C. Wernet, went to the home of 
the Superintendent of Schools and informed 
him that he was going to announce from 
his pulpit the following morning at the 
regularly scheduled masses that his families 
were to place their children on the public 
school buses. He requested that the Super- 
intendent inform the School Board of his 
intentions. A special Board meeting was 
set for the next afternoon, where the School 
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Board took the official position that 
mal request of any kind had been 
before them to consider, and that the 
lic school buses were for transporting 
school children only. Orders were is 
the drivers that they were to pick upj 
public school children. 

On Tuesday, September 5th, the opening 
day of school, two of the town’s three 
drivers (both Roman Catholics) picked 
Catholic children. At almost every i 
Catholic mothers were waiting to place th 
children on the buses, and paid no heediy 
the otders issued by the Board. At the Aw 
Lake Public School, Rev. Wernet was 
ing as his children got off the buses, aad 
walked with them to the new parodhi 
school. 

That evening at an open meeting of the 
School Board, which was attended by 
200 persons the majority of whom = 
Roman Catholics, the five School 
members spoke, and each re-affirmed th 
position that no public funds would be vot 
ed by them for sectarian education, and thit 
the buses would convey only public school 
children. 

For the following two days the Roma 
Catholic bus drivers refused to obey theit 
orders, and Roman Catholic mothers cot 
tinued to place their children on the buses 
Finally a list of names of public school chit 
dren was placed in the hands of the drives 
on Friday, and the number of Roman Cath 
olic children dwindled off toalmost nothing 

Sunday, September 10th, a delegation of 
Roman Catholic laymen unofficially ap 
pealed to a special meeting of the Boatd 
(called for another matter) to change its dé 
cision. The delegation admitted the tactits 
used by its priest and church leaders wett 
wrong, but the Board affirmed its position 

The situation now is that the Romat 
Catholics have finally secured a bus fot 
their own use, but they are planning ® 
make a fight on the issue in the coming 
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fions, with a former mayor of Avon 
ie, who is 2 Roman Catholic running for 
position on the school board. Considerable 
gure and scores of letters have been re- 
ed by a Cleveland radio station for the 
danissal of one of its directors who is chair- 
an of the school board. But the station has 


ed to be intimidated, and insists it will 


‘Bot become involved in the dispute. 


Such controversies do much to jeopardize 


Mie unity of our country and completely ob- 


gure the real purpose and privilege of the 


ee American institution of free elections. 


ipain this is not a case of intolerance but 
meconstitutionality. It is certain an easy 
glution to the problem of federal-aid-to- 


wp clucation could be had if Roman Catholics 
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would lay aside their religious affiliations 
amd treat the matter objectively as true 
American citizens. 
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HE NOTRE DAME ROMAN 

Catholic Church in New Hyde 
Park, New York, does not have its 
own parochial school. The school of 
the other Roman Catholic parish in 
the town is too overcrowded to accommo- 
date additional students. So parents of the 
Notre Dame parish appealed to Dr. Lewis 
A. Wilson, Acting State Education Com- 
missioner of New York, to reverse a deci- 
sion made by their local public school board 
last May, when it voted not to provide bus 
transportation for Notre Dame parish 
school children to parochial schools in 
neighboring communities, some as far as 
five miles. 

Dr. Wilson ruled that the public school 
district must pay the cost of transporting 
local Roman Catholic children by bus to the 
other parochial schools. This decision was 
made despite an Education Department rule 
which provides that children wishing to at- 
tend parochial school must attend the one 
nearest home. The N. Y. Times of last Au- 
gust 22 reports that Dr. Wilson declared 
that since the nearest parochial school was 
crowded and could not accept more pupils, 
the children should be transported free of 
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charge to neighboring parochial schools 
that can accept them. 


gd HE SCHOOL PROBLEM 
s in Dixon, New Mexico 
lew {See CCM, April, 1948] has 
Wlexice not been in the news recently, 

but a report from the Free 
Schools Committee of last September, 
shows considerable progress. An appeal of 
the limited decision of Judge Hensley was 
filed in the State of New Mexico Supreme 
Court last August 15, but the case will not 
likely be heard until sometime early next 
year. The decision prohibited the follow- 
ing: 

Free state bus transportation for 
students in parochial schools; 

Purchase from public funds of text- 
books for parochial schools and pur- 
chase of books especially for Catholic 
schools; 

Teaching a sectarian doctrine in any 
tax-supported school; 

Holding of public school classes in 
rooms where religious symbols are dis- 
played; 

Payment made by the state to per- 
sons teaching sectarian doctrines. 


When the classes commenced this fall, 
several parochial schools were opened 
where, before, they existed in name as pub- 
lic schools; some districts are now building 
up-to-date public school buildings on state 
property; and at present, in place of the 
two sets of textbooks given at State expense 
to both parochial and public schools, just 
one set has been issued. 

Continued violations of the recent ruling 
persists. The State still furnishes free text- 
books to children attending parochial 
schools; public school buses still transport 
pupils to parochial schools at state expense; 
and some public schools are still staffed by 
garbed nuns and brothers. 

What has happened in New Mexico, and 
other places could happen also in your 
town. For the avowed aim of the Roman 
Catholic Church is to undermine and even- 
tually take over complete control of all pub- 
lic education in the United States. 
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“All things permissible 
with a purpose in view.” 


Che Slaughter of Protestants In 
South America 


By Dr. ClypE W. TAYLor* 


ERSECUTION SEEMS to be 
the natural topic of the day 
in most sections of the globe. 


God has spared us from it in 
America. We do not know what it is 
to pay with our lives for our faith in 
Christ; but in many parts of the world 
they do. We are told by Peter that it 
is not a strange thing to be persecuted 
for Christ’s sake—it is the normal 
state of affairs. 

In the twenty-fourth chapter of 
Matthew, God has described this age. 
We do not know what day and hour 
it is on God’s calendar and clock. 
We do know this, however, that this 
passage in Matthew 24 certainly de- 
scribes the atmosphere and environ- 
ment in which we live today and in 
which we are supposed to do foreign 
mission work. 

Refer again to Matthew 24:6-11 
and you will note that God has said 
nation will rise against nation—-there 
will be famines, earthquakes and pes- 
tilences—there shall be killing, hatred, 
and betrayal one of the other. These 


*Dr. Taylor presented this message 
last August 13 at Calvary Baptist 
Church, New York City. He is Ex- 
ecutive Secretary of the Evangelical 
Foreign Missions Association, with 
headquarters in Washington, D. C. 
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afflictions will just be the beginnil 
for with them will come persecution 
and a demand that we lay down @ 
lives for the cause of Christ. 


We see today that the world is 
vided into two great diametrically op 
posed camps, — both, according’ 
their convenience, using the same 
techniques. One is atheistic, and the 
other is theistic. That is the main 
ference, for they are both rie 
seeking world domination and 
trol. They seek to dominate the thi 
ing, beliefs and religious capacity of 
men and women. One is Commun 
and the other is Roman Catholicé 

Most of you have lived only i 
America—in the United States. Buti 
you had been in Quebec, Latin ne 
ica, Italy, Portugal, Poland, Rt me 

Ma 


nia, or Bulgaria in pre-war days, jo 
would know something of true B® 
man Catholicism. We do not k r 
too much about it.in America and he 
reason we are so sensitive about hy 
whole matter is because the Catholx 
do not know it here, either. In fa 
the Catholics are far less informed 0 0 
the practices of their own church th 

are the Protestants. Roman Cathdlk Mt 
cism, as we see it here, is not true 
man Catholicism. It is Catholicism 
adapted to the Protestant majotitf 
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And ye shall hear of wars and ru- 
mors of wars: see that ye be not 
troubled: for all these things must 
come to. pass, but the end is not 
yet. 

For nation shall rise against na- 
tion, and kingdom against king- 
dom: and there shall be famines, 
and pestilences, and earthquakes, 
in divers places. 

All these are the beginning of sor- 
rows. 

Then shall they deliver you up to 
be afflicted, and shall kill you: 
and ye shall be hated of all na- 
tions for my name's sake. 

And then shall many be offended, 
and shall betray one another, and 
shall hate one another. 

And many false prophets shall 
rise, and shall deceive many. 


Matthew 24:6-11 


the same type as exists in England, 
Holland, Canada (outside of Que- 


bec), Australia, and New Zealand. 
Thus, many are not capable of judg- 
ing the accuracy of the things I wish 
to discuss. 

Today in America we are called 
upon to back the Roman Catholic 
hierarchy in the fight against Com- 
munism. The Lord knows we hate 
Communism. We have seen its effect 
on China and in Korea. Are we sup- 
posed to join forces with an organ- 
ization that, in America, fights Com- 
Munism with us, and in other lands 
slaughters our people? 

It appears strange that Communism 
has taken possession of no Protestant 
land in Europe, but only the Greek 
and Roman Catholic countries. So far, 
there isn’t a single Protestant country 
in Europe that has fallen under the 
heel of Communism. So it would ap- 
pear that Catholicism offers very little 
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defense against Communism. We 


must remember certain basic concepts 
of the Roman Catholic Church. The 
Catholic Church has a perfect right to 
have these concepts, but it is our duty 
to know them. 


In the first place, every Roman 
Catholic, if loyal to his church, be- 
lieves Ais is the only true faith—no 
other should exist. They prohibit and 
impede all other faiths in every way 
possible. They believe Church and 
State should be united, with the 
Church supreme, directing the State, 
but supported by the State. This is 
what the Roman Catholics are striv- 
ing for in America today. Success is 
theirs in Latin America and in other 
countries where the Church actually 
is the political power as well as the 
religious system of the country. They 
believe that the Church not only can, 
but must make all moral, ethical and 
spiritual decisions for all its people. 
A Catholic today has only to obey the 
commands of the Church, practice its 
precepts, attend services, pay his dues 
(tithes and contributions), and con- 
fess his sins. The Church makes itself 
responsible for the results. 


The Roman Catholic Church con- 
fidently believes the day will come 
when it will rule the world in a 
Church-State. In their program, they 
have one thing in common with the 
Communist regime—they are in no 
hurry! Communism’s leaders say 500 
years are needed to reach a true Com- 
munist State, and the Roman Catholic 
Church has been working toward its 
goal about 1600 years, and yet the 
Catholics never lose sight of where 
they are going! As we study history 
we note that they have. had some 
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strange bed-fellows down through the — 


years. Some of us still remember the 
Concordat signed with Hitler; the 
blessing of Mussolini in what was 
termed the “Rape of Ethiopia” and 
many other things. All such things are 
permissible as long as they kept their 
end and purpose in view. 


ROMAN CATHOLIC STRATEGY 

In the Roman Catholic Church the 
plan is always the same; the differ- 
ence is in the degree of intensity and 
the circumstances and methods they 
have to follow. We can observe their 
action in Mexico, Peru, Bolivia, Argen- 
tina, Quebec, Spain, Portugal, Italy 
or Colombia. But let us pick Colom- 
bia. For months I have worked docu- 
menting atrocities committed in Col- 
ombia and the problem that now con- 
fronts the Church of Christ in that 
country. The facts I give you can be 
documented to satisfy anyone. The 
Government of Colombia has already 
had reports of all these things. 


In Colombia, there are a few things 
that characterize the program of the 
Roman Catholic Church: 

1) They are going to control the 
thinking of the people, and so they 
must control the reading matter. This 
can be done in two ways—keep them 
illiterate; and if that cannot be done, 
do not let them have access to a Bible. 
On mission fields you don’t find born- 
again Roman Catholic Christians. Bi- 
ble reading is prohibited in these for- 
eign lands. All over Colombia there 
have been unprecedented sales of Bi- 
bles, New Testaments and portions of 
the Scriptures. We could not import 
them fast enough. Today, Colombia 
(100% Catholic) has restricted the 
importation of books, supposedly to 
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“balance the economy.” Actually thi = 


is a plot to keep the Scriptures ow 
that people cannot read them! Op 
man who was running a Bible Sociey 
down there reported that ninety case 
of Bibles remained in Customs ff 
nine months, because the government 
would not release them. 


2) They control the politics of i 
country as far as possible. There aig 
two political parties in Colombia= 
the Roman Catholic and the Liber 
party. Both are Catholic. Prot 
form a small Liberal minority. The 
political trouble is not between Prot 
estants and Catholics but between the 
Catholics. Catholics are murdeti 
Catholics. There are two kinds: the 
Conservative Catholic “loves” his 
church and will obey it to the letter 
the other Catholic respects his church 
but uses his reason. Therefore, hes 
not considered a good Catholic. There 
in lies the political division of Colom 
bia. “Liberals” in Colombia are not#s 
liberal as our own Democratic P 
It is not Communism versu sth 
Church, but rather obedience to the 
Church or disobedience to it. ‘ 


In 1946 the Roman Catholic p ' , 
regained power. Trouble started hor 
’ They began: 


ly after they “took over.’ 
liquidating their enemies. They p 


claimed a state of siege. Last Nove 
ber Congress was permanently a 


journed; the Supreme Court was | 
it was not needed; State Assembl 
were suspended. And so the Ra 
Catholic Church is in power! — 
3) They prohibit as far as possi 
all non-Roman Catholic work. 
though “freedom of religion” is § 
mitted in Latin America, a prog 
of annoying and disturbing the ¥ 


The Converted Catholic Mag in 


ar arate 


Ss 





a ee 


> 


are 
a 
tal 
nts 
‘he 
‘ot 
the 
ng 
the 
his 
er, 
rch 
is 
Te 
m- 
as 
. 
he 
he 


7 


‘others was begun to offset the work 
athe Protestants. The Roman Catho- 
ic Church immediately used its Party 
iokeep Protestant missionaries out of 
the country. It is next to impossible 
io get a missionary there, because the 
gntrol of the Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs is in the hands of the Roman 
Catholic Party. They use the prestige 
of their Church to obtain money from 
broad to run their government, 
though inside reports state that the 
government of Colombia is almost 
bankrupt, for a great portion of the 
country is “in arms.’’ Even now, there 
isa delegation in this country seeking 
aloan of many millions of dollars to 
finance their program of killing Lib- 
erals and slaughtering Protestants. 
When the military group takes over 
following disorganization in the civil 


government, there is a tendency for 
authority to become localized. In Col- 
ombia it is not the local Mayor or 
Police Inspector who becomes the lo- 
cal authority, but the priest, in every 
case. He is the political boss! He 
countermands the orders of civil offi- 
cials and sees to it that his orders are 
carried out. 

Now what is the political situation 
there today? It is not, basically a fight 
between Catholics and Protestants, but 
a fight between Catholics. Some Prot- 
estants have been killed because they 
were Liberals; yet most Protestant 
murders were not political. 
RELIGIOUS NOT POLITICAL 
STRUGGLE . 

Up until the fall of 1949, never had 
we seen such a great opportunity for 
the Gospel in Colombia. People were 


Protestant Chapel bombed in Colombia—Next the missionary 
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turning to Christ in large numbers. 
Last October there were 335 mission- 
aries there and hundreds of native 
workers. They were all busy. Now, 
after eight months of Roman Catho- 
lic dictatorship, this is the picture: 

The Municipal Police and some of 
the National Police, plus what is 
known as the Chusma, lead in acts of 
violence. This latter group, composed 
mostly of bandits let out of prison 
(for the most part Conservative crim- 
inals who have been turned loose with 
specific orders to murder and plun- 
der),are formed intoterroristic bands. 
The Chusma boast that they are “liq- 
uidating’” enemies at the rate of a 
thousand a week. (This was reported 
in Time magazine recently. No one 
knows how many people have died. In 
one day alone sixty bodies floated by 
one point of the Magdalena River.) 

What is the result of all this? Well, 
we have lost at least forty chapels. 
Twenty have been burned; five con- 
fiscated; eight bombed. If they do not 
“get” them the first time, they try 
two or three times, as shown in the 
April 24 issue of Time. The chapel il- 
lustrated has since been bombed twice 
more. But do not think for a moment 
that putting such a picture in the 
American press will stop or call off 
the fanaticism down there! And re- 
ferring to this same Chapel, in order 
to finish the job, they bombed the mis- 
sionary’s home and the school next 
door, and fired three shots at the mis- 
sionary’s head. The first week of Au- 
gust the chapel in Campo Hermoso, 
Tolima, the twenty-fifth chapel to be 
burned, was completely destroyed. 
When a new one was started, the lo- 
cal terrorist band moved into it and 
is using it for housing. 
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What about thesé congregation 
There is always some persecutiog ie) 
had a letter recently, an official resume) 
of all Colombia. The letter said hug #} 
dreds of villages and towns in Colom 
bia have their houses boarded ups 
the towns look like ghost minigg 
towns of our West. People have fig 
in fear of their lives from these vag 
dals that roam the country attackig 
all but those faithful to the Roma 
Catholic Church. Schools have beg 
closed by Roman Catholic authoritig 
in opposition to the directions of the 
civil authorities. In the province @f 
Magdalena, the Minister of Education 
assured a mission board that thet 
Bible Institute would be kept 

but the Bishop of Magdalena and the 
Vice General of Guajer ordered the 
Mayor to close that school, and t 

it is closed in spite of civil authorities. 
Literally hundteds of Evangelical 
schools are similarly closed. > 






































I have tried to find out how mam 
Protestant preachers have been kill 
It is not a case of trying to find ott 
whether they have been killed, butt 
find out where they are, because they 
are hiding out in the tops of thos 
mountains in Colombia, out of 

of the roving bands that are still hunk 
ing for them. When they get caught 
they are either murdered or made @ 
renounce their faith. Many have don 
so rather than die. In the little Indi 
town of Pitalito during Sunday Scho 
one morning, the mayor of the td 
rounded up the whole congregati 
collected all their hymn books af 
their Bibles, and all those in 4 4 
ance were lined up in front of ti 
chapel, where guns were pointed | at 
them while their books and Bible 
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The following has taken place in Colombia since November 1, 1949: 


CHAPELS BURNED 


Chapels were burned in almost every case by the national or local police, 
generally with the public approval or presence of the local Roman Catholic 
priest, as follows: In the DEPARTMENT (state) OF EL VALLE: 1) Andina- 
polis, 2) Betania, 3) Dovio, 4) Ceilan, 5) La Tulia, 6) Primavera, 7) Res- 
trepo, 8) Sabaletas, 9) Santa Maria, 10) Naranjal, 11) Coloradas (and school 
building), 12) El Castillo, 13) El Pinal, 14) San Francisco (and school). 


DEPARTMENT OF CAUCA: 15) Caldono (and school), 16) Inza, 17) Las 
Aguaras, 18) Taqueyo (and school building). 


DEPARTMENT OF BOYACA: 19) Santa Ana, 20) Betel (and all neigh- 
boring houses). 


DEPARTMENT OF SANTANDER: 21) Enciso (mission building housing 
chapel and school building). 


DEPARTMENT OF ANTIOQUIA: 22) Zaragosa (including whole mission). 
DEPARTMENT OF NARINO: 28) Zion. 


This list is known to be incomplete; reports in the last few days advise of 
another chapel burned in Tolima and two national preachers murdered. 


CHAPELS CONFISCATED 


1. Canada (Narino) by local priest who operates a school in property. Took 
local cemetery, where for ten years evangelicals have buried dead; burials of 
Protestants now prohibited. 


2. Cornejo (Santander del Norte) Roman Catholics using it for mass. 


3. La Donjuana (San del N.) Chapel taken by priest, held mass, later wrecked 
by police. 


4. Obando (Valle) in hands of secret police. 


5. Salazar (San. del N.) in hands of local priest (missionary compelled to. 
flee). 


CHAPELS BOMBED OR DAMAGED 


1. Dabeiba (Ant.), Dynamited twice, (mayor and priest present). 
2. Genova (Caldas), Dynamited twice, attempted to burn it. 

8. La Meseta (Cauca), Partially burned. 

4.\ Llanitos (Valle), Partially destroyed. 

5. Piedecuesta (Sant.), Interior wrecked, Bibles burned. 

6. Yopal (Boyoca), Shot up building, broke in the roof. 

7. Cunday (Tolima), Interior completely wrecked. 

8. Dagua (Valle), Dynamited and Bibles burned. 





MISSIONS CLOSED BY FORCE 


1. La Aguada (Casanare), Church school and mission closed by Prefect, pos- 2 
sessions of fleeing missionary confiscated. > 


2. Fonseca (Magdalena), Closed by mayor under order of local Roman Cath- : 
olic Bishop and Apostolic Vicar of the Goajira, in spite of contrary orders by 


civil authorities. 


CEMETERIES DESECRATED 


Cemeteries are not “political,” yet the following Protestant cemeteries have 
either been seized or violated in these places: 1) Cunday (Tol.), 2) El Canada ~ 


(Nar.), 3) Santa Barbara (Ant.). 


were burned before their eyes. There 
is not an instance of a chapel’s being 
burned where the books and Bibles 
were not taken out first, if possible, 
and burned. Then these bands have 
searched all houses in the village, 
from the rafters down, in search of 
Bibles. 


Is that political persecution? It does 
not sound like it to me! In the case 
of Pitalito, those in the Sunday School 
were taken to the parochial house to 
see the local priest, made to sit down, 
and those that could write were forced 
to write out a document which said, 


in effect, “I hereby renounce my 
faith,” etc., sign their names, and if 
they could not write, they were to 
mark an “X.” Did they do this? Well, 
they are still holding Protestant meet- 
ings but out in the woods now! What 
would you have done? 

There was an old lady of eighty- 
seven years and everyone for miles 
around knew she was a Protestant. 
She has been one ever since she was a 
girl, one of the earliest converts. The 
terrorists approached her with point- 
ed guns, and announced: “If you 
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don’t renounce your faith, you are go 


ing to die—we will murder you a 
now.” What would you do? She 
not renounce her faith! 


If you are a good Catholic in Gol 
ombia you tip your hat when the bell 
toll. Two men in the town of Llanilp 
down in Nariao refused to do this 
They were taken out in the Publi 
Square and given the Water Trea 
ment with a fire hose, just as the Com 
munists have been doing with th 
Koreans and Chinese! Are we sup 
posed, as Christians, to fight Com 
munism together? 4 


What can be done to stop this pee 
secution? I have told you what soit 
of our missionaries are doing justi 
stay alive. A lot of them have di 
High is the price they are paying. On 
missionary wrote me from Manizales 
Later I saw documentary proof from 
there. This missionary family of falh 
er, mother and two older children i 
been baptized on Sunday in Mal 
zales. They lived across one of 
enormous gullies on an adjoinifi 
mountain top. That week, about Wet 
nesday, three men came to their how 
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‘syit ig, ' We have come to search your 


yse.”” What could this unarmed 
family do? Their house was searched, 
ud Bibles, New Testaments, hymn 
books and Gospel leaflets were found. 
These were brought out and the men 
wked, ““Are these yours?” “Yes,” the 
missionary replied. 

“Do you believe this?” 

"Yes, we certainly do.” 


So they killed the father, then and 


# there, in front of the whole family; 


murdered him in cold blood. The rest 
broke into tears immediately. And the 
men commanded: “Stop your crying— 
get over there and bury this man. If 
he is not buried by noon, we'll be 
back and you will join him.” 


So the mother and oldest boy got 
busy, dug the grave and buried their 
father and husband, then fled to Man- 
izales to report. So you may have to 
pay a price! 

What would you do if such a thing 

ed in America? Some of the 
proof of these things can be observed 
in Washington, D. C. I am not an 
alarmist; but if Christians only had 
their eyes open and valued their free- 
dom, they would still see that by 


preaching the Gospel and by revival , 


in America, we can stop the trend that 
is rapidly taking our freedoms away 
from us. It is only three steps from 
where we are to Colombia, because 
the Conservative Party in Colombia is 
still a minority party—about one-third 
of the entire population. It only takes 
a minority. There are only three to 
five million Communists in Russia. If 
we just sleep a little longer, we will 
lose our freedom here too! 


Evangelicals carry on in spite of all 
November, 1950 


this; they meet out in the coffee patch- 
es, in the jungles. You cannot stop 
Evangelicals! When persecution starts, 
every single hypocrite, every back- 
slider, slips away in silence, and you 
have left only the true Christians that 
say, “Come what may, I'll die for 
Christ.” 


In Mosoco, for example, up in the 
mountains a hundred miles from civ- 
ilization, among the Indians, the may- 
or and about eight policemen went 
through and said, “We are looking 
for the Evangelical leader in this area. 
We hear there is one.” Everybody 


- knew who he was. He was a young 


man about twenty-three years old who 
ran the local store. He was on his 
job when they walked in. They went 
through his store and said, “Where is 
your money?” 


He said, “Over in the house.” 


He called his mother and she grab- 
bed the bag and started to run. He 
said, “Don’t run, Mother, they'll mur- 
der you! Bring it here.” And so she 
came back into the store with the bag 
of change. He handed over all he 
owned to the soldiers and the mayor 
of the town. Then they went through 
his store, took out his Bibles and New 
Testaments and burned them, and in- 
vited the townspeople in to help them- 
selves to anything they wanted, “for 
free.” They took the youthful Evan- 
gelical leader out to the plaza and put 
three bullets through him, declaring, 
“Now that will teach you Evangeli- 
cals what to do about following your 
religion.” 


Do you think that congregation dis- 
banded? Of course not! It meets up in 
the.mountains, but there are none of 
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them living in the town, for they do 
not dare to go home. 


“MY WORD WILL NOT RETURN VOID” 


What is the attitude of the people 
in Colombia? This was the only Re- 
public in Latin America that had 40 
years without a war or revolution; a 
delightful place that in forty years 
had decreased its illiteracy by about 
30%. It had built roads, improved its 
highways. It had one of the finest 
networks of air lines in South Amer- 
ica, all under a liberal regime. Now, 
the government has changed, and lib- 
erty-loving people are seeing all of 
this going on. It is not an uncommon 
thing for the political rabble to round 
up the wives of the Liberals and their 
daughters and ravish them in the pub- 
lic market place. 

In a country like Colombia it is un- 
believable. The educated, cultured 
people (and there are plenty of them) 
are aghast. And what do you suppose 
they are thinking of the Roman Cath- 
olic Church these days? They are buy- 
ing and borrowing every Bible and 
New Testament they can lay their 
hands on in Colombia—and if God 
ever gives another chance in Colom- 
bia, a harvest such as has never been 
seen will result. 


We are seeing some unusual things, 
even now. Enemies can never win by 
persecution unless they resort to liq- 
uidation. The Catholics cannot win 
this fight in Colombia unless they kill 
every last Protestant; because as long 
as there is one left, he will preach and 


was a Liberal) and turn conservati 


witness. And sometimes final witneg 
is in death. , 
In a little town in Valle, a m 
lived and worked his little ca 
patch. He preached on Sundays, hel 
prayer meeting and visited his neigh 
bors, preaching and teaching the Gop 


tured him and took him out to 
local cemetery. They stood him wu 
an open grave and filled in the dit 
until his head stuck out of the ground 
And they said, “All right, now you 

going to do two things—you are gf 
ing to recant your political belief 


pel. One day, about twenty men 


and you are going to renounce 
Protestantism.” 4 

The man said, “I don’t object to 
turning conservative — politics is@ 
minor matter—but I will never. give 
up Jesus Christ.” : 


= 
So they said, “You'd better is 


praying because you're going to 
and he did. 

He bowed his head and prayed ‘ 
those twenty men standing around 
that grave: ‘God, you've called me to 
preach the Gospel, and if I can 
more souls by dying than by livi 
I’m ready to die, Lord.” Then one 


the men was so angry he shot 


right through the head. € 
Within three weeks, fifteen 


those twenty men had hunted out thé 


local Evangelical congregation in the 
woods and joined it. Fifteen out ¢ 
twenty are now hearing the Gospé 
At that rate, the Catholics are not 
ing to win very fast. What, i 
the need of the hour? 


The greatest need is to pray. Jesus Christ died for every one of these men and a 


us. Our duty is to pray for them and for our brethren, that Christ may gain the victol : 
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EAD OF the Vietnam 

State, Emperor Bao Dai, 
was received in a private au- 
dience by Pope Pius XII last 
September 4, according to the 
N. Y. Times of September 5. 
The Emperor later presented 


lit Aeca 


05 his Empress, a Roman Catholic, and his 


dest son. The last prior Buddhist ruler 
be received by a Pope was King Chulan- 
jom of Siam, who visited Leo XIII short- 
before 1900. 

Undoubtedly one topic of conversation 
between Pius and Emperor Dai was the 
wat being waged on the Vietminh (Com- 
munist) rebels, in which the Vietnamese 
Githolic brigades are bearing a major 
burden. Called by N. Y. Times’ cortes- 
pondent, Tillman Durdin, “One of the 
most remarkable military forces in Asia,” 
the Catholic brigades and other auxiliary 
home defense groups in Bentre, the oldest 
and one of the main rural Catholic centers 
of South Vietnam, are slowly taking over 
the anti-Vietminh pacification task in a 
large part of the province and relieving the 
French Union Army for other strikes at 
the rebels to sweep them from the remain- 
det of the province. 

Leader of this Catholic army is Jean 
Leroy, a 35-year-old devout Roman Cath- 
dlic Colonel of half Vietnamese and half 
French ancestry. Colonel Leroy heads an 
amy force of nearly 4,000 regulars, form- 
ing 63 brigades of sixty men each, as well 
as several thousand more part-time soldiers 
who perform self-defense duties in native 
villages. Roman Catholic forces are called 
the Mobile Christian Community Defense 
Corp and are mostly supported by French 
Army fund supplies, but they are now con- 
sidered part of the new Vietnam national 
army. 

The Vietnam State which was set up in 
1945 comprises Northern Annam and Ton- 
kin, French Indochina, and is now sharing 
the spotlight of Asiastic speculation. It is 
being carefully watched as another possible 
Communistic ‘Brushfire,’ after the Korean 
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situation is settled. If such were the case, 
the Roman Catholic brigades would play 
a major role, and might well set the stage 
for organized Roman Catholic military re- 
sistance, reminiscent of the papal-blessed 
Fascist escapades of the 1930's. 


Communtim 
Ou The 
Srate 


OMAN CATHO- 
LICS in the United 
States are so preoccu- 
pied with the threat of 
Communism that they 
may be drawing off some of their spiritual 
energy, so reports Father John C. Heenan, - 
Superior of the Catholic Missionary Society 
of England, after his recent trip here. 

In an article in the Catholic Magazine 
Information, Father Heenan warns: 

“On recent visits to America I found 
it depressing that attacks on Commun- 
ism should take up so much of the en- 
ergy of Catholic speakers and writers. 
It was almost impossible to hear a 
speech from any priest or prelate in 
which Communism was not the dom- 
inant theme. 

“Of course Catholics should refuse 
to sleep while the enemy is restlessly 
active . . . But the Soviet should not 
become an obsession. It should be pos- 
sible just occasionally to have a Com- 
munion breakfast without Commun- 
ism on the menu.” 

It is well also to keep in mind that 
Communism is thriving today mainly in 
former Roman Catholic countries, where it 
is but a small step from the purple curtain 
authoritarianism to the iron curtain totali- 
tarianism, L’Osservatore Romano, the offi- 
cial organ of the Vatican recently publish- 
ed an editorial by editor-in-chief, Count 
Giuseppe Dalla Torre, which declared, in 
answer to a communist charge that the 
Roman Catholic Church favors and sup- 
ports capitalism, “The spirit of capitalism 
was fundamentally more atheistic than 
‘communism’ which, as an economic system, 
does not run counter to the nature of Chris- 
tian doctrine as strongly as capitalism.” 

Henry IV and Napoleon finally came to 
terms with the Vatican. Perhaps Stalin will 
too. 
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I (Was Born Again 


By JAIME CIFUENTES 


}HE GREATEST honor for a 
| Roman Catholic family is to 
| have one of its members fol- 


" low a religious vocation. As the only 
child of devout Roman Catholic par- 
ents in Colombia, my decision to enter 
a monastery to become a priest was joy- 
fully received. I also thus followed the 
path of others in my family, for my 
maternal uncle, after study in Ger- 
many, became a Monsignor in the Ro- 
man Catholic Church in Colombia, and 
was also elected vice president of the 
Association of Homeopathic doctors 
there, and a cousin is a Jesuit priest. 

After thirteen years of preliminary 
schooling in various Roman Catholic 
educational institutions in Colombia, 
I decided to enter the Franciscan mon- 
astery in Cali, where I felt I would be 
united with God and have His con- 
stant peace and love reigning in my 
heart. It was a momentous day when 
the Superior of the Monastery clothed 
me with the habit of St. Francis, the 
friend of all creatures, the saint of 
happiness and love. I began the mo- 
nastic life full of great hope and de- 
sirous of becoming as great a saint as 
my religious father, St. Francis. 

At that time, I believed, as do all 
Catholics, that I would receive special 
graces from God because of my many 
personal sacrifices in the monastery. I 
prayed in a rustic cell; my head was 
shaved; I fasted daily, and every Mon- 
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day, Wednesday and Friday I fage, 
lated myself with heavy sharp-poinig 
chains until my body was ba ned i 
blood. I slept on the hard cold : 
of my cell, without mattress, .p 

or blanket. I felt that certainly) 
these self-denials God would 

me unspeakable blessings. 

But the longer I remained ig 
monastery, the more disillusioned} 
became. The superiors in the moni 
tery did not believe in many of 4 
Roman Catholic teachings and pf 
tices. One of my professors even gt 
fided to me that he was an atheist anf 
could not accept the existence off 
God. The older monks had growni@g | 
dolent,. sinful and selfish. They @ 


Implements of flagellation 
used by Mr. Cifuentes 
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not participate in the religious prac- 
tices and seemed content to remain in 
the monastery to eat, sleep, and sin 


the rest of their lives away. My fellow 
students became indifferent to their 
faith and many followed after the 
philosophers, rather than Roman Ca- 
tholicism. I did not have peace in my 
heart; my soul was empty; God's face 
had fled from me. 


The exterior of the monastery seem- 
ed so calm and pure, but inside strife, 
vice and hypocrisy ran rampant. When 
I think of my former days in the Ro- 
man Catholic monastery, I am startled 
by the apt analogy with the following 
paragraph found in “From Monastery 
To Christ’’: 

“Have you ever entered a cemetery? 

Oh, what peace one finds there! It is a 

valley of solitude with its own inner 

language, a mysterious flower garden 
that weeps with us. The wind passing 
through the needles of the thick pine 


groves seems like a cry from beyond 
the tomb, which invites us to prayer. 
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Mr. Cifuentes was a student for 
the Roman Catholic priesthood in 
his native country of Colombia. 
While in the monastery he was con- 
verted to Evangelical Christianity, 
and with the aid of Protestant 
Christians, escaped last July 15 
from Colombia under cover of dark- 
ness. Christ’s Mission was in con- 
tact with Mr. Cifuentes before he 
left the monastery and it is by their 
support he has come to the United 
States and is now attending Bible 
Seminary. He is studying the Bible 
exclusively this year and next year 
anticipates following a regular Sem- 
inary course to equip him for the 
Protestant ministry. Mr. Cifuen- 
tes is 27 years old, and until this 
time has studied in Roman Catholic 
institutions, procuring the equiva- - 
lent of a college degree in the 
States. We feel sure our many read- 
ers will follow with interest his 
progress and activities as reported 
exclusively in ‘The Converted Cath- 
olic Magazine.’ Any one wishing to 
contribute toward the support of 
Mr. Cifuentes should do so through 
Christ’s Mission. Make all checks 
and money orders payable to Christ’s 
Mission, and designate that they are 
for his support and education. 


The long line of forgotten tombs and 
beautiful monuments calls up for us 
mysterious cities of far off lands en- 
veloped in a pale mist and a fragrance 
of rare flowers. Yes, it is all most beau- 
tiful. But let us leave the dreams and 
poetry for a moment. Let us return to 
reality. Let us open one of those tombs. 
What spectacle is offered to our eyes? 
What is it that we see? Rottenness and 
worms, stench and dead flesh, broken 
vessels and cold faces. Let us penetrate 
farther, into the inner cells, where no 
one has entered. What horrors! -Piles 
of bones, skulls, disease, corruption, 
all that is horrible massed together to 


give us the personification of the hid- 
eous.”” 
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INTERIOR OF FRANCISCAN MONASTERY CHURCH 
Every Monday, Wednesday and Friday ..... flagellations 


CONVICTION VS. CALLOUSNESS 

My personal spiritual void was 
driving me to some decision. I felt I 
could no longer remain in the monas- 
tery, yet I had no place to go, be- 
cause I was bound by my vows of 
chastity, poverty, and obedience. I 
was penniless and unable to make my 
own way. My father had declared he 
would disown me if I were to leave 
my chosen profession. The condition 
in my native country made it impossi- 
ble for me to leave the monastery 
without fear that if apprehended I : 
would be put in sien til life oc ‘0t the Reverend pather, 
murdered. After much persuasion, my ‘© #847 to Medellin. ; , 
father did promise, however, that if 1 say again to Medellin, for F 
my superiors would give me permis- lived there before entering the mo 
sion to study in another monastery, tery, and had been in contact witha 
he would provide the necessary money of the local Protestant missionaiié 
for travel. Their sacrificial lives had imprest 
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I felt this arrangement was 
than remaining in my corrupt m 
tery, and set out to get permissit 
transfer. I desired to go either t 
rope or the United States, for 
certainly the monks would have} 
more sincere in other countries. 
waiting for this transfer, the 
Reverend Father Provincial ¢ 
monastery in Cali, granted me p - 
sion to go to another monastef 
Colombia, and I was sent to Med 
I see now, how it was the Lord 


? sand I had noted how their faith 
Christ, and their love for souls He 
@ to save, permeated their whole 
iene. In fact, they had witnessed to 
about Jesus, but at that time I had 
ie aly a head knowledge of what Christ 
i was willing to do for me. The Protes- 
fit teaching was a curiosity like the 
fiefs of the philosophers. I had yet 
p suffer many months of heartache 
id despair, before Jesus could come 
d cleanse my heart of its sin. 


= When I arrived in Medellin I called 

missionary friend and told him 
my unhappiness and lack of spir- 

fal satisfaction. I compared my life 

@ the lives of my fellow students 

With the holy, pure and sacrificial lives 

0 fthe Christian missionaries and their 


families. I noticed the peaceful and 
contented faces of the Protestants and 
then thought of the sinful and dissat- 
isfied expressions of the men I left at 
the monastery. I realized that the dif- 
ference must lie not in the individuals, 
but in their religious beliefs, and I 
knew that I wanted the peace and pur- 
ity of Protestantism. 


I dare not tell here the way God 
worked to keep me in touch with the 
Protestant missionaries, lest by so do- 
ing I stop this same method for other 
seeking Roman Catholics..I urge, 
however, that you remain much in 
prayer for the Protestant missionaries 
in Roman Catholic countries through- 
out the world as they continue their 
witness for Christ in private and pub- 
lic. 


FRANCISCAN MONASTERY, CALI, COLOMBIA 


Inside . . 
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. Broken Vessels and Cold Faces 





HIS WORD WILL NOT RETURN VOID 

Promiscuous Bible reading is for- 
bidden Roman Catholics. When I ar- 
rived at the monastery in Medellin, I 
was ordered to teach fourth grade in 
their school, until my orders to report 
to another monastery to finish my own 
studies were received. I was also di- 
rected to collect from each student all 
the Protestant Bibles they could find 
and give them to the Reverend Father 
who was director of the school. I col- 
lected all the Bibles I could; but instead 
of giving them all over to the director, 
I retained a bilingual New Testament 
for myself. It was from reading this 
New Testament and praying, while 
kneeling in my monastery cell, that I 
found my faith in Jesus and took Him 
as my Saviour. Immediately I had the 
peace in my heart which I had thought 
would come by my many flagellations 
and sacrifices. 1 became happy, and 
my sins were bathed in the precious 
blood of Jesus. I was a great sinner, 
and I was taught by Roman Catholic 
doctrine that I could cover my sins 
in God’s sight with my self-inflicted 
wounds and my own bleeding body. 
I now see that my sins could never be 
hidden from God by my blood, but 


only by the blood of Christ and} 
wounds of His crucifixion could 
cleansed from all sin. ft 

The faith in Christ which I om BS 
have is the most perfect act of low 
that man could ever have; it is Cha 
limited trust in the promises of 
This faith is of the heart; it ist 
empty and false formalism; it is : 
the perfumed incense that hovers ip 
the Gothic arches of a church build 
ing, the vague sentimentalism of the 
romantic souls of the monks listening 
to the polyphonic music in cathedrals 
This faith is the rock, the foundation 
of the Christian life, the powerful 
fire that causes the soul to say, “I 4 
do all things through Christ whi 
strengtheneth me” (Phil. 2:13). 

I escaped from the cnonasteagil 
my native country to study the Wor 
of God. Today my family is me 
me and all of my friends de 
me; but I am happy with the 
and I am leaning completely 
Him to guide me. I am very 
to all the persons that helped me 
ter this free country, founded ont 
powerful rock of the Word of 1 
and I pray this country will ever cling 
to Jesus and His Word. i 


Coming Features in the December Issue of 


—Inside documented story of persecution of Protestants in Brazil and Mexico, 


| 
THE CoNnvVERTED CATHOLIC MAGAZINE | 
| 
| 
| 


—A detailed report of how the Pope declared the Dogma of the Assumption a i 


Mary over the heads of his policy makers. 


—Oonclusion of the exposition on the Roman Catholic priesthood in the light “| 


Roman Catholic Scriptures. 


You will not want to miss this issue. If your subscription has expired, be sure | 


to renew it immediately. 
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W hat saith the Scriptures? 


By DyKE WILSON 


[OF PRIME IMPORTANCE in defending Protestant Christian teaching 


on Roman Catholic opposition is the question of priests and priesthood. 


Jesus Christ is the one and only priest of the New Testament, and there 
sno longer need of earthly priests to offer daily sacrifices for sins or to repeat 
the one and all-sufficient sacrifice of Christ on Calvary, then the entire system 
of Roman Catholic Church teaching is in’ error. 

This article thoroughly proves this, and in its exposition uses only the 
ldest Roman Catholic Revised version of the New Testament.} 


WW i@mRyHE BIBLE has much to say 
a about priests, both Jewish and 


a pagan, but you will search 
its pages in vain for a single 
teference to a special Christian ptiest- 
hood. The New Testament was writ- 
ten in Greek, and the Greek word for 
“priest” is “hierous,” from which we 


WM obtain our word “hierarchy.” 


This word “hierous” is used for ex- 
ample, in 

Acts 14:13 in speaking of a pagan 

priest, 


Acts 6:7 in speaking of the Jewish 
Heb. 5:6 in speaking of the Lord Jesus 


I Peter 2:5, 9 in speaking of ‘all Chris- 
tians.’ 


Strange to say, it is Peter himself, 
{the onewhom you would naturally ex- 


im pect to say something about a special 
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priesthood, if there was one, that was 
ordained by God} who tells us that a// 
Christians are priests—a royal priest- 
hood. The apostle John reaffirms this 
in the Apocalypse. In 1:6 he calls all 
true Christians a“kingdom of priests,” 
and he repeats this statement as a 
part of the New Song in 5:10. Sure- 
ly, if there were a divine order of 
priests in God’s Church, there would 
be some mention of it in the writings 
of the apostles, but there is none. 
The reason why there is no God- 
ordained special priesthood today is 
made clear to us in the Epistle to the 
Hebrews. The Jewish priesthood was 
ordained by God. Explicit instructions 
concerning them were given by God 
through Moses. Their service was cen- 
tered around the glory of God in the 
Holy of Holies where God manifest- 
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ed His presence. Only once a year 
could the high priest enter into that 
most holy place, and then it must be 
with blood. When, on the cross, God’s 
Son cried out “It is finished,’ and 
gave up His spirit to His Father, it 
was God Himself who tore the veil 
of the Holy of Holies in two, from 
top to bottom. Thus God Himself put 
an end to the earthly priesthood which 
He had ordained, and the only earthly 
priesthood which He ever ordained. 
At the same time He put an end to 
the only holy place ordained by Him. 

It was not long before His death 
that our Lord told of the ending of 
all earthly sanctuaries. In speaking to 
the Samaritan woman, John 4:20-24, 
it is recorded: 


“The Woman said . . . ‘Our fath- 
ers worshipped on this mountain, 
but you say that at Jerusalem is the 
place where one ought to worship.’ 


Jesus said to her . . . ‘Woman, be- 
lieve me, the hour is coming when 
neither on this mountain nor in 
Jerusalem will you worship the 
Father. You worship what you do 
not know; we worship what we 
know, for salvation is from the 
Jews. But the hour is coming and 
is now here, when the true wor- 
shippers will worship the Father in 
spirit and in truth. God is spirit, 
and they who worship Him must 
worship in spirit and in truth.’ ” 
Thus did the Lord Jesus declare the 
end of all earthly sanctuaries with 
their earthly priesthoods and earthly 
sacrifices and ceremonies. A new 
priesthood was about to replace the 
old and ended Jewish priesthood, but 
it was not to be an earthly priesthood 
with earthly sacrifices and ceremonies 
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in an earthly sanctuary. This ep 
priesthood is set before us in the Epp. 
tle to the Hebrews. This Epistle 
troduces us to the One ‘§ 
“Who, being the brightness of } 
{God's} glory and the image of hig 
substance, and upholding all thig 
by the word of his power, has 
fected man’s purgation from gH 
and taken his seat at the right 
of the Majesty on high.” He 
1:3. 
Notice that this Priest has effech 
man’s purgation from sin, and He 
this so perfectly that God has 
Him at His own right hand. 
glorious truth is that. He is 
there, in His cross-wounded body, # 
the representative of all who 
to Him; so they are as good as 
there also. Paul brings out this 
in Ephesians 2:4-7 thus: 


“But, God, who is rich in mei 
by reason of his very great low 
wherewith he has loved us & 
when we were dead by reason 
our sins, brought us to life to 
with Christ (by grace you have 
been saved), and raised us up 
gether, and seated us ea in 
heaven in Christ Jesus, ie 
might show in the ages to come me 
overflowing riches of his grace : 
kindness towards us in Chit 
Jesus.” 

One should keep in mind that al 
that the Lord Jesus did was for be 
glory of His Father and on behalf : 
men. Therefore, His. sacrifice at ia 
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vary and His intercession on 
enable Him to bring those who @ 
Him as their Lord and their God i 
closest association with Himself @# 
the glory. In Heb. 3:1 we read: @ 
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— 


"Therefore, holy brethren, partak- 


| tts of a heavenly calling, consider 


the apostle and high priest of our 
qonfession, Jesus.” 
Yes, we are called upon to consider 


; #Him, and not cherubim or seraphim 


@ archangels, or angels, or “saints.” 


'HGod demands that in a// things His 
Son shall have the first place (Col. 1: 


ig), and that includes preeminence in 
love, mercy, and grace. Chapter 2 
brings out His love for and union with 


His own. It tells us that He tasted 


death for every man, thus providing a 
door of salvation, in Himself, for all 
men. Also, by His becoming man and 
suffering death He robbed Satan of 


Bie power of death, and, through His 
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resurrection, delivered His people. 


from the fear of death: 
“Therefore because children have 
blood and flesh in common, so he in 
like manner has shared in these; 
that through death he might de- 
stroy him who had the empire of 
death, that is, the devil; and might 
deliver them, who throughout their 
life were kept in servitude by the 

fear of death.” Heb. 2:14, 15. 

The presence of the Holy Spirit in 
the Christian is God’s pledge that this 
will take place even as it did with the 
tepentant thief on the cross to whom 
our Lord said: ‘‘Amen I say to thee, 
this day thou shalt be with me in 
paradise.” 

Now notice and consider the glo- 
tious truth in Hebrews 2:17, 18: 


“Wherefore it was right that he 
should in all things be made like 
unto his brethren, that he might be- 
come a merciful and faithful high 
priest before God to expiate the 
sins of the people. For in that he 
himself has suffered and has been 
tempted, he is able to help those 
who are tempted.” 

Mark the words “merciful and 
faithful,’ and remember that they re- 
fer to One who still lives in that cross- 
wounded body of flesh and bones; the 
same One who took little children in 
His arms, laid His hand on the leper, 
and said: “Come unto me.” He made 
the human heart, so no other human 
heart can be as tender, merciful, and 
gracious as His; and God sets no 
other person before us as the object of 
our confidence and love. Christ alone 
reveals the fulness of divine mercy, 
grace, and love. He is the One who 
completely expiates the sins of His 
people. Therefore our whole-hearted 
confidence should be in Him alone. 
He is able to help. 


Only the name of God’s Son—Jesus 
—is used in Heb. 3:1, a verse which 
we have already quoted. The same is 
true in 2:9 where we read: 

‘But we do see him who was made 

‘a little lower than the angels,’ 

namely, Jesus, crowned with glory 

and honor because of his having 
suffered death, that by the grace of 

God he might taste death for all.” 


By leaving off our Lord’s rightful 
titles, and using only His name as the 
lowly and loving One who once dwelt 
among men, the Holy Spirit would re- 
mind us that this One, who is now 
crowned with glory and honor, has 
not changed from the poor and lowly 
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man of Nazareth who loved to help, 
comfort, and bless all whom He 
could. But, sad to say, even in that 
day there were many whom He could 
not bless because of their lack of trust 
in Him. How few there are, today, 
who have placed all of their confi- 
dence in Him instead of looking to 
others whom they believe to be more 
merciful and gracious. He proved His 
love by willingly suffering the wrath 
of God against sin during those terri- 
ble three hours of darkness upon the 
cross when His soul was made an of- 
fering for sin in order that He might 
be able to save us. 

Turn now to Hebrews 4:14-16 
where we have “‘Jesus” set before us 
again: 

“Having therefore a great high 
priest who has passed into the heav- 
ens, Jesus the Son of God, let us 
hold fast our confession. For we 
have not a high priest who cannot 
have compassion on our infirmities, 
but one tried as we are in all things 
except sin. Let us therefore draw 
near with confidence to the throne 
of grace, that we may obtain mercy 
and find grace to help in time of 
need.” 

Let four glorious and soul-satisfy- 
ing truths sink into your heart and 
mind as you read the foregoing quota- 
tion: 

i—This Priest in the heavenlies is 

Jesus, the Son of God. Therefore, 
He is almighty, and well able to 
meet the needs of all of His people. 
- 2—He is compassionate. because He 
Himself has experienced all of our 
trials and sorrows except that of 


sin. No one else can sympathize 
with us as He can. 

8—He is seated on the throne of grace. 
Grace means favor to those who de- 
serve judgment. Think of that. Al- 
though we have sinned, He invites 


us to come unto Him “with | 
dence.” 
4—He is on the throne of ¢g 
cause He longs to help His 
in their time of need when 
tan, trials, or sorrows are ti ing | 
drag them down. His grace gig 
strength. q Fi 
Who would not draw near wm 
confidence to such a One save thogis tie 
who do not know Him? Many higey gia 
sought out other mediators, mop gg wil 
dained of God, because they do aqy iit 
know this almighty and compassigay pie 
ate Son of God. Truly He is mig 
able, more approachable, more oe 
cious, and more merciful than alll 
the Cherubim, Seraphim, Archanggh 
Angels, and “Saints” put together 
Next we have Him set before sa 


a priest after the order of Me ch 


dec. Chapters 5, 6, and 7 speak 
Him as the Eternal Priest after thet 
der of Melchisedec—a man wi 
beginning or ending given in th 
ble. You can read about Him in 
esis 14:17-24. He met Abram ~ 
called Abraham) before the ki 
Sodom could offer Abram a 
and blessed Abram with the bl 
of God. Abram recognized the 
ness of Melchisedec by giving 
tithes of all that he had; and he 
so filled with the thought of the 
that he had in God that he 
to accept even a thread or a) 
latchet from the king of Sodom 
the king of Sodom should claim 
he had made Abram rich. Surely 
Melchisedec could have been | 
other than the Lord of glory 
festing Himself to Abram. Hew 
Priest of the Most High God 
the Lord Jesus Christ is today. © 
Melchisedec is brought in he 
show his infinite superiority o 
priestly line of the first high prit 
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iel— Aaron—and thus to prove the 
| anite superiority of the Lord Jesus 
By is a priest after the order of 
Welchisedec. He stands apart from 
ilother priests as far as the east is 
fom the west, and as high above 
im iem as the heavens are higher than 
wmike earth; yet He is on a throne of 
gace where He welcomes all who 
will come to Him. This eternal and 
Bininitely great and compassionate 
priest has, as the forerunner of His 
i people, entered within the veil of the 
ime Tabernacle of God on high, thus 
making the salvation of His people 
both sure and steadfast. Drink in the 
words of Heb. 6:17-20: 

“Hence God, meaning to show more 
abundantly to the heirs of promise 
the unchangeableness of his will, 


Receiving Roman Catholic ‘Sacrament’ of Ordination 


interposed an oath, that by two un- 
changeable things, in which it is 
impossible for God to deceive, we 
may have the strongest comfort— 
we who have sought refuge in hold- 
ing fast the hope set before us. This 
hope we have, as a sure and firm 
anchor of the soul, reaching even 
behind the veil where our forerun- 
ner Jesus has entered for us, having 
become a high priest forever ac- 
cording to the order of Melchise- 
dec.” 


Remember that this Priest was ap- 
pointed by God to represent His peo- 
ple. His acceptance within the veil 
means that all who belong to Him are 
also accepted. His people cannot be 
separated from Himself, for, as we 
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read in Heb. 2:11, Christ and His 
people “‘are all of one.” That is why 
they can have the strongest comfort. 
Their hope is not based upon any- 
thing in themselves or in any good 
works of their own, but only in Him 
who is their eternal Priest within the 
veil—the veil of the true tabernacle 
of God which is in heaven. 

In Hebrews 7:11 we have mention- 
ed the only two special priesthoods 
that God has ever ordained. Read the 
words carefully: 

“If then perfection was by the Le- 

vitical priesthood (for under it the 

people received the Law), what 
further need was there that another 
priest should rise, according to the 
order of Melchisedec, and said 
not to be according to the order of 

Aaron.” 

The Levitical (Jewish) priesthood 
was set aside because of its ineffective- 
ness, but no Christian priesthood was 
brought in to succeed it. Christ, as 
the eternal Priest, displaced the di- 
vinely ordained earthly priesthood, 
and, as He is the infinitely great Son 
of God, He is both able and willing 
to meet a// the needs of all of His peo- 
ple for priestly service; so there is no 
need whatsoever for an earthly priest- 
hood. 

In Hebrews 7:20-28 we have the 
greatness, effectiveness, and unique- 
ness of our Lord’s priestly service con- 
trasted with the weak, ineffective, and 
commonplace ministry of the Jewish 
priesthood. Pay close attention to the 
words, for it is the Holy Spirit who 
is speaking to you: 

“And inasmuch as it is not with- 

out an oath . . . for the others in- 

deed were made priests without an 
oath, but he with an oath through 
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him who said to him, ‘The § 
hath sworn and will not 
Thou art a priest forever’ . 7 
all the more has Jesus becom 
surety of a superior covenant 
and the other priests indeed 
numerous, because they were 
vented by death from continui 
office . . . but he, because he ¢ 
tinues forever, has an everlastip 
priesthood ... Therefore he 
able at all times to save those # 
come to God through him, singh 
lives alway to make intercession| 
them ... For it was fitting q 
we should have such a high p 
holy, innocent, undefiled, set ap 
from sinners, and become higham® 
than the heavens . . . He does 
need to offer sacrifices daily (quam t 
other priests did), first for hisa ney, 2 
sins, and then for the sins ¢ ! 
people; for the latter he did one 
for all in offering up himself ¥, 
For the Law appoints as priests m 
who are weak; but the word of} 
oath, which came after the Lay 
appoints a Son who is forever pet 
fect.” 2 
Notice that the true tabernaclet 
God is in the heavens, and it is & 
that the only true Priest ministers, 
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Also, His one perfect sacrifice leave 
no room for sacrifices by other prig 
because by His one sacrifice He 
perfected those who belong to Him 
He, as their Priest, has made t& 
perfectly acceptable to God. Tot 
in other priests is to deny the 
sufficiency of Christ’s sacrifice” 
priestly service. : 






Now we come to another truth# he 
makes an earthly priesthood impos 
ble. In Hebrews 8:1, 2 we read: 
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Yow the main point in what we 
ge saying is this. We have such a 
“Biigh priest, who has taken his seat 
t the right hand of the throne of 
jesty in the heavens, a minister 
"wot the Holies, and of the true taber- 
mcle, which the Lord has erected 
"Bind not man.” 
Therein you have the reason why 
papostles say nothing about build- 
emples of any kind. Although the 
is of the New Testament were 
pamitten years after our Lord’s en- 
mmement on high, they say as little 
wimmt the building of places of wor- 
pas they do about a special Chris- 
wan priesthood, and that is nothing. 
uate only temples that God has on 
today are His people, individu- 
me), and collectively. Hearken to His 


"Do you not know that your mem- 
bers are the temple of the Holy 
eg Spirit, who is in you, whom you 
tig fave from God, and that you are 
im aot your own? For you have been 
bought at a great price. Glorify 
God and bear him in your body,” 

‘fg | Cor. 6:19, 20. 

@ In him (Christ) the whole struc- 
ture is closely fitted together and 
ffows into a temple holy in the 
lord; in him you too are being 
built together into a dwelling place 
for God in the Spirit.” Eph. 2:21, 
2, 


Ini Peter 2:5 Peter writes to Chris- 

lans thus: 

“Be you yourselves as living stones, 

built thereon into a spiritual house, 
i tholy priesthood, to offer spiritual 
“4 ‘atifices acceptable to God through 
™E Jesus Christ.” 


Yes, God's temple here is made up 
of all those who are truly His, and 
each one is a priest in that temple. 
His sacrifice is that of praise to God, 
even as we read in Heb. 13:15: 
“Through him (Christ), therefore, 
let us offer up a sacrifice of praise al- 
ways to God, that is; fruit of lips 
praising his name.” 

The divine place of worship is now 
in heaven in the true tabernacle of 
God where the true priest is not offer- 
ing sacrifices, but is seated. He is seat- 
ed because, as we read in Hebrews: 

1:3 He has effected man’s purga- 

tion from sin. Nothing remains to 

be done in order to purge His peo- 
ple from sin: Purgatory is an open 
denial of the all-sufficiency of our 

Lord’s sacrifice, and thus it belittles 

the infinite value of that sacrifice; 

making it so insufficient that man’s 
sufferings must be added to it. 

1:13 He is seated at God's right 

hand to show His infinite superior- 

ity over all created beings and 
things. 

8:1 He is seated at God's right 

hand to show His infinite superior- 

ity over all earthly priests. 

10:12 He is seated at God's right 

hand to show that God is perfectly 

satisfied with His sacrifice at Cal- 
vary on behalf of His people, and 

His being seated is contrasted with 

the never-finished and ineffective 

service of earthly priests who must 
stand because their work is never 
finished. 

12:2 He is seated at God's right 

hand because He finished, com- 

pletely and wholly satisfactorily, 
the work His father had given Him 
to do. 


(This important article will be concluded in our next issue) 
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» LT. GEN. WALTER BEDELL SMITH, 
former Ambassador to Russia, has been 
named chief of the U. S. Central Intelli- 
gence Agency. He is a Roman Catholic. 
The Central Intelligence Agency was cre- 
ated under the armed services unification 
law, and “its function is to coordinate in- 
formation gathered from military intelli- 
gence agencies, the State Department, and 
the FBI and present an over-all picture 
to the President and top defense officials,”’ 
reports the [Catholic] ‘Register’ of last 
Aug. 27. 


> A NATIONAL CAMPAIGN has been 
launched among the Catholic clergy in 
England to get their parishioners to buy 
and read a new quarterly magazine named 
‘Catholic Documents’ founded by Arch- 
bishop William Godfrey. The publication 
will contain full English translations of the 
Pope’s important pronouncements, and de- 
cisions given in the quarter. 


® THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 
in Santiago, Chile has passed by a vote 
of 71 to 49 a bill making religious in- 
struction mandatory in public schools and 
colleges. 


® SUBSIDIES for parochial schools in 
Belgium are assured. The Social Christian 
Catholic party, which won an absolute ma- 
jority in recent elections issued a statement 


to this effect, “to settle this matter once 
and for all.” 


®&» TO INSURE ROMAN CATHOLIC rep- 
resentation in various international or- 
ganizations, a permanent secretariat of 
the International Catholic Press Union 
has been set up in Geneva, reports the 
[Catholic] ‘Register’ of last July 16. A 
representative of the secretariat will be 
stationed at Lake Success, N. Y., to work 
with the UN and another will be sent to 
Paris to represent the ICPU at the UN- 
ESCO. The Geneva secretariat will serve 
as an information center and co-ordin- 
ating agency ‘for the Catholic press. 
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> AMERICA’S expenditure on 





beverages exceeds its total expendit 
for education by $1,975,621,000, 
ing to a report by the Board of Teg 
ance of the Methodist Church. 








®» MOST CHARTERED HOLY ¥ 

flights for pilgrims between Britain 
Rome have been banned by the 
Government, a spokesman for the 
Ministry of Civil Aviation dec 
Sept. 11. A spokesman of the I 
Ministry said the action was in 
with the Government’s policy of h 
the competition on regular airline fij 

to a minimum. a 






































> MORE THAN 5,000,000 Roman Gi 
olic Holy Year pilgrims have pam 
through the holy door of St. Peter 
first eight months of the Holy Year 
1950, an UP dispatch from Rome ix 
Sept. 12 reports. The arrival of mm 
than 1,666,000 foreign pilgrims has} 
sulted in the spending of a mini nd 
12,000,000,000 lire ($19,200,000), 
date, France leads the number of pilg 
with 80,000, then Germany follows ¥ 
48,000, Belgium 27,000; Britain 
Switzerland 20,000; Austria 

United States 17,000; Spain 13,000; i 
land 6,000; Netherlands 5,000; and Mie 
ta 2,000. 4 


>. THE VATICAN, despite a visit ff 
King Leopold of Belgium last Junet 
has denied any interest in his struggle/A 
ter being recalled from a 6-year exilé 
his Social Christian (Catholic) party 
the throne of Belgium, King Leopold 
dicated last August 1 in favor of his siipp 
Crown Prince Baudouin. Vatican Gil 

said such a dispute was purely a lay qi 
tion, and since it did not involve @ 
directly or indirectly the interests of 
Roman Catholic Church (both subjects 
Roman Catholics), Belgian Catholics m 
free to act as they like. 


> THERE ARE three daily radio 6 
programs in the United States 
man Catholic auspices, according 
Catholic Register. 
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4 PROMINENT ROMAN CATHOLIC 
! and Papal Chamberlain with 
and sword, Navy Secretary, Francis 
tthews, went on record last August 

a speech before 100,000 in Boston, 

iss., proposing that the United States 
ie the offensive against Russia. He in- 
i in this that the United States also 

p aggressor in atomic warfare. Presi- 

mt Truman as well as national and in- 
gational leaders have disowned Mat- 
s talk, but to date official Roman 
lic opinion is conspicuous by its. ab- 
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i? As A HOLY YEAR gift to the Pontiff, 

ie Netherlands Roman Catholics have 

ven $263,000 for a new, powerful, short- 

transmitter for Radio Vatican. In 

pting the gift, according to the [Catho- 

Bs) Rei the Pope said, “The Voice of 

istian Rome is of vital necessity for the 
Catholic world.” 


THE ESTABLISHMENT of a Protes- 
interdenominational seminary at 
farcavelos, near Lisbon, Portugal, has 
“. | announced. Although directed by 
Presbyterians, the seminary is interde- 
™Swminational in faculty and students. It 
» jes a place for conferences, insti- 
utes, seminars and meetings. It is a ral- 
“Biying place for the Evangelical forces in 
Roman Catholic Portugal, and is bring- 
ing together the divided Protestant seg- 
ymments into a united whole. 


ét>ROMAN CATHOLICS are bound as a 
' ous Obligation to hear mass on Sun- 
and holy days of obligation. How- 
; fr as in the case of a special agent of the 
~@FBI assigned to pose as a Communist, a 


“especial dispensation to permit them to 
ive up attending Mass and réceiving the 
ments can be granted. According to 
Rev. Robert Kekeisen, correspondent of 
® [Catholic] ‘Register,’ “The impor- 
te of such work constitutes grave 
mough reason for missing mass.” 


DELEGATES of The Pennsylvania 

bint Veterans’ Council representing 
000 veterans, has called upon the 

ate to provide bus transportation for 
ochial school children. 
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YET ANOTHER 


FORMER ROMAN CATHOLIC 
PRIEST, Amedee A. J. Fredette, 
was ordained into the Lutheran 
ministry last June. 850 persons wit- — 
nessed the ordination which took 
place at Memorial Lutheran Church 
in Milwaukee, after Brother Fre- 
dette had studied three years at 
Wartburg Seminary, Dubuque, 
Iowa. 

Resigning in 1937 from the Ob- 
late Fathers of Mary Immaculate, 
Fond du Lac, Mr. Fredette worked 
for a delivery firm and as a chauf- 
feur before attending the Lutheran 
Seminary. He first doubted Roman 
Catholic teaching when, in the ab- 
sence of his superior, he began read- 
ing books which he had not read 
before. 

With Brother Fredette, who will 
serve as pastor in St. Luke’s Luth- 
eran Church in Norma Springs, 
Iowa, go our deepest wishes for a 
fruitful ministry and our prayers 
that many more of his and our for- 
mer colleagues will, too, experience 
the wonderful satisfaction of com- 
plete salvation through faith in 
Christ’s one atoning sacrifice. 


> CATHOLIC INFORMATION ADS, 
sponsored by the Knights of Columbus are 
published only in magazines and Sunday 
newspaper supplements in the United 
States and Canada. The Supreme Council 
of the K. of C. however, has received 44,- 
846 communications from 49 countries 
outside of the U.S. A total of 3,981 per- 
sons in these other lands has applied for 
instruction in the Roman Catholic faith. 


> SPAIN’S HOLY YEAR amnesty to 
prisoners has fallen short of the Holy 
Year Central Committee’s announcement 
that 13,000 prisoners would be released. 
It was officially stated that by March 
only 3,000 had been freed, and on June 
1, the prison population was still only 
8,000 less than in January. 
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Protestant A UNION of the 


Church Congregational 
Wt. Christian Churches and 


the Evangelical and Re- 
Blocked formed Church was to 
have taken place in June of this year 
to form a ‘United Church of Christ’ 
with nearly 2,000,000 members. The 
merger was opposed by the Cadman 
Memorial Church and the Cadman 
Memorial Congregational Society in 
Brooklyn, N. Y., which brought court 
action against the General Council of 
the Congregational Christian Churches 
to stop it. Last January 26, Justice Mei- 
er Stienbrink in Brooklyn Supreme 
Court decided in favor of the Cadman 
group and blocked the merger. He de- 
clared, according to the N.Y. Times’ 
report, that the “Basis of Union,” the 
document that outlined the structural 
foundation of the proposed merger, 
was a “conglomeration of confusion 


eR Bey. 
ks ma as 7 


and conflicting statements with a 
phony of ideas.” 


The chief objection to the ug 
was that the General Council off 
Congregationalists has no powerg 


a representative body to unite 


gregational churches with the R 


formed Church or any other org; 


tion. Individual Congregatig 
churches may do so by indepen¢ 


action. This is a result of the p 
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of the Congregational systema 
church organization, which reco grins 
the independence of the local chur 


in all matters, both temporal and 


itual; the General Council or of 
association of Churches devised fo 


fellowship and cooperation has no 


clesiastical authority over them. 


he 


words of Justice Steinbrink’s decision 
any act of the Council “cannot@ 
will not make the plaintiffs of 


several separate Congregational@ 
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NEW COLOR SOUND FILM 


The charm of oriental scenery 
as a background for the dy- 
namic nation-wide soul-winning 
crusade of the PTL evangelistic 
teams. BE SURE TO SEE THIS 
IMPORTANT FILM. 
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é churches members of the propos- 
a fellowship developed by the pro- 
posed union.” 


There are many movements today 


twa among Protestants toward corporate 


union of churches, and looking ulti- 
mately to the merger of all Protestant 
denominations into one united Protes- 
i tant Church. Opposed to this trend is 
the traditional Protestant love of lib- 
tukg efty and jealous guardianship of in- 
if dividual rights and freedoms. There 

ise is fear of imitation of the ecclesiasti- 
al dictatorship of Rome, which u- 
power over all its dependent 
churches throughout the world. There 
® is even a Roman canon law which 

bam declares the Pope to be the supreme 
ka dispenser and administrator of all 
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church goods and properties in all 
countries. Justice Steinbrink, in his 
decision blocking the merger of the 
Congregationalist with the Evangeli- 
cal and Reformed churches, noted the 
danger of throttling the independence 
of the separate Congregational church- 
es, as well as “usurping in a general 
over-all body thé interest and property 
rights of these churches in all that 
they have created in the past, except- 
ing their own immediate and separate 
church property.” 

Fear of the loss of church property 
rights, however, is not the only rea- 
son why Protestants should consider 
well the advisability of entering into 
corporate church mergers and final 
union in a single Protestant Church 
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body. Much greater should be their 
fear of compromising the spiritual 
heritage of the freedom of the Gos- 
pel. Here again the Roman Catholic 
Church should serve as an example. Its 
hierarchical unity and dictatorial con- 
trol may be envied, but should not be 
imitated by Protestants, who must for- 
ever “stand fast in the liberty where- 
with Christ hath made us free” (Gal. 
5: 1). 

“Churchism” and Statism go hand 
in hand, and tend to combine to rob 
the individual of his freedom. 


HERE is no end to ar- 
Not guments that Roman 

Catholic apologists will 
Christian use in oiaets to justify 
the unscriptural beliefs and practices 
of their Church. When everything else 
fails they fall back on the ‘antiquity’ of 
such beliefs and practices, that they ex- 
isted in other religions long before 
Christianity, and that therefore the Ro- 
man Catholic Church has no monopoly 
on them. 

This is the method used in partic- 
ular to substantiate the Roman Catho- 
lic doctrine of Purgatory. On the con- 
trary, the very core and center of the 
Christian teaching is the “good news” 
that we are completely saved by 
Christ's one sacrifice on Calvary, that 
“There is therefore NOW no condem- 
nation to them which are in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 8:1). The very “new- 
ness” and finality of the New Testa- 
ment teaching lies in the fact that all 
the useless half-measures of salvation 
offered in pre-Christian religions, and 
their condemnation to further punish- 
ment after death, have been abolished 
and done away with. If these must be 


Pagan, 
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retained then there is nothing 


Christianity and Jesus Christ would 


just another of the many ‘savic 
that preceded Him. 


The same argument from antic 
is used to make excuse for the worshi 
(they call it “‘veneration”’) of relicsip 


the Roman Catholic Church. In a 
tempt to explain away the many fa 
tastic relics exhibited to Americeall 
grtims to Rome and other parts of It 
during the Holy Year, Our Su 


Visitor of last January 15-decla 2 


“Although Catholics venerate 1 


lics, they have no monepelera on th 


pious custom. The word itself was 
long before the advent of Ch 


to denote some object, notably a pat 
of the body or clothes, remaining a 
memorial of a departed saint. The 
mains of such men as Oedipus, Aes. 
lus and Zoroaster were all treated wi 


honor by their followers. The toot 
Buddha is preserved and hone 
Ceylon.” 


This Roman Catholic paper - 


goes so far as to use the prese 


of Lenin’s body in Moscow by th 
Communists as an argument for th 
veneration of relics by the Rom 


Catholic Church: 


"And in modern times,” it says," 
all know that Lenin’s body occupl 


the center of the stage in Most 


where his vault dominates the saa 


outside the Kremlin.” 


OSV lists some of the alleged re 
of Christ possessed by the Roma 
Catholic Church: the crown of thot 
in Paris; one of the nails in the i 
crown of Lombardy; the sponge, pal 
of the lance that pierced his side a 
part of the pillar at which Hew 


scourged in Rome; part of His 


ing sheet in Turin, and Veronica's r 
and five boards of His crib in Rom 
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ft mi pieces of the true cross scattered 
“®e ioughout the world. It mentions the 
BB wist bone of St. Anne at Beaupré in 
"BGnada, and the (wax) body of Moth- 
@€abrini in New York. 

‘Are they genuine? Our Sunday Vis- 
jor says it does not matter: “If the 
dic inspires us to greater devotion,” 
ffassures us, “7t matters not so much 
whether it be authentic.” 


Dd the ' PARABLE of the 
ym Prodigal prodigal son (Luke 
Sen Deo 15:11-32) is preceded by 
2, 7 Christ’s saying that, 
“There is joy in the pres- 

iB eace of the angels of God over one sin- 

net that repenteth.” In the Roman 
§ Gtholic (Douay) version of the New 
Testament, here and in all other places 


‘Mi vhere the word metanoia (“repen- 
tance”) occurs, the word metanoia 


. § (change of heart) is incorrectly trans- 


as “do penance.” It was thus 

‘Bwongly used by Msgr. Fulton J. Sheen 

#i2a recent radio sermon on the prodi- 
mais gal son. 

The three parables in the 15th chap- 
ME ter of Luke teach in each case the fath- 
Momless love of God for lost sinners. 
There is the lost sheep, the lost coin, 
the lost son. The finding of each pro- 
duces great joy. The joy in the shep- 
ig herd’s heart is shared by friends and 
neighbors over the lost sheep found. 


hom [he woman’s neighbors rejoice with 
summer over the successful search for the 


wmlost coin. The servants of the house- 


’ bold know how to interpret the fath- 


ua‘t joy over the prodigal son’s return. 
sim And Jesus assures us that the angels 
im" heaven sing for joy as God's heart 


~ m5 gladdened when a sinner on earth 
~g*pents. The Roman Catholic New 


SE November, 1950 


Testament, as quoted by Msgr. Sheen, 
says, “does penance.” 

What is the difference between “re- 
pentance” and “doing penance” ? The 
difference is clearly seen in this para- 
ble of the prodigal son. Penance is 
just what the prideful sinner wants to ~ 
do of himself—gsomething to merit fa- 
vor, to gain respect, to avoid disaster. 
Thus the prodigal reasoned’ with him- 
self as follows: ‘‘I will say to my fath- 
er: Father I have sinned against heav- 
en and before thee. I do not pretend to 
regain my privilege of sonship. Only 
let me be one of your hired servants. 
Let me in at the back door and give me 
something to eat, and I will go out to 
work with the slaves.” 

But the father did not want another 
slave; he wanted his son. Heaven is 
full of angels, but they do not satisfy 
our heavenly Father when his poten- 
tial sons and daughters of earth are 
dead in trespasses and sin. The prodi- 
gal did not know of his father’s great 
love when he planned his confession 
speech. Nor did his father give him 
time to finish the confession he has 
prepared. His words, “Make me as one 
of your hired servants,” were literally 
choked in his throat by his father’s 
loving embrace. Now he understood 
that his father really loved him, and 
that he would have none of his self- 
proposed “penances.” 

The prodigal certainly suffered be- 
cause of his rebellion against his fath- 
er before he repented. He was hungry, 
lost all his money, friends and self- 
respect; he was alone tending the un- 
clean animals of some foreigner. But 
these sufferings could not be called 
penances, since he was doing nothing 
to cause joy among the angels of God. 
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God does not delight in the sufferings 
of lost men. Nor can the mere fact 
that the unworthy son came and con- 
fessed his misdeeds to his father con- 
stitute a penance that would merit fa- 
vor or forgiveness from his father. 
Confession may be a sign of repen- 
tance, but does not in itself lessen the 
guilt of the criminal. The father want- 
ed his son, not his confession, and 
even seems to hasten to relieve his son 
from the shame of making his confes- 
sion. ; 

The story, however, makes it clear 
that the prodigal son repented. He ex- 
perienced a threefold change: of mind 
(“he came to himself”); of feeling 
(“I perish . . .”); of volition (“I will 
arise and go to my father .. .”’). And 
he arose and went to his father. That 
is repentance, not penance. There was 
nothing he could desire, say or do to 
lessen his guilt of the sins he had com- 
mitted. There was nothing he could 
have done to induce his father to for- 
give him—except to come home to his 
father. In like manner the sinner’s 
guilt is borne by Christ our Lord on 
the cross of Calvary. His was the pen- 


ance, the pain and suffering 
innocent for the guilty. 


It should be noted that no m 
—whose tenderness would movi 
father to act leniently with hig 
—enters into this story of the ¢ 
gal son. Had Christ introduce 
mother into His story, the te 
of the Church of Rome would ¢ 
ly have seized upon it to prove 
contention that Mary, the Moth 
Jesus, is necessary in order for 
ner to obtain forgiveness. Chrig 
not do so, for it would have ¢ 
dicted the whole purpose of Hig 
ble, namely, to show God’s own 
less love for humanity, so my 
that He gave His only begotten 
save mankind. It is sin alone) 
heart of man, the unrepentant 
that separates him from this bow 
love of God, who has suppli 
great a Saviour. The sinner need 
to repent and believe. The blé 
Jesus Christ, not the sinner’s p 
cleanses from sin. Penance, i 
denies the sufficiency of the 
atoning work. Penance obscures’ 
love for man. 


—L.G 
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